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[51H 1]

Clarification of the Term "Operable" as It Applies to Single Failure Criterion for Safety Systems
Required by TS (Generic Letter 80-30)

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/gen-comm/gen-letters/1980/g180030.html

The specified time to take action, usually called the equipment
out-of-service time, is a temporary relaxation of the single failure
criterion, which, consistent with overall system reliability considerations,
provides a limited time to fix equipment or otherwise make it OPERABLE. If
equipment can be returned to OPERABLE status within the specified time,
plant shutdown is not required.
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ENFORCEMENT MANUAL
APPENDIX F

NOTICES OF ENFORCEMENT DISCRETION

(LCO Ziii /& LRV IREEZ AT 2 HITHELZED TN D)

https://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/enforcement/guidance.html

1.4 Background

The NRC has historically recognized that the two safest modes for operating a nuclear power
plant are either Mode 5 (shut down) or Mode 1 (operating at power). Transitions between these
two modes may introduce situations or configurations that involve an increase in risk. The NRC
expects its licensees to comply with all applicable requirements (i.e., regulations, license
conditions, etc.) However, circumstances may arise at an operating NPP where compliance
with a TS LCO or a license condition would result in an unnecessary transient without a
corresponding health and safety benefit; or a situation may exist where potential radiclogical or
other hazards of continued operation must be balanced against public health and safety or
common defense and security. In these circumstances, the NRC may exercise discretion to not
enforce compliance with specific TS LCOs or license conditions as provided by Section 3.8 of
the Paolicy. Per the Policy, NOEDs will not be used at reactors during construction before the
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